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“Looking ahead at future 
regional and global 
challenges, there is no 
doubt that New Zealand’s 
future lies in working 
closer with our friends 
from the US. Your being 
here today is another 
great step forward for our 
relationship.”  Prime 
Minister John Key at US-NZ 
2011 Partnership Forum, 
February 21, 2011 
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The fourth US-NZ Partnership Forum in Christchurch was another landmark event in 
promoting the US-NZ relationship not only because of the extraordinary delegations 
assembled by both sides but also because for the first time the subject matter discussed the 

full range of interaction and collaboration between the two 
countries, public and private. The Forum agenda covered many 
aspects of trade, 
investment, and 
security, staples of 
past Forums but 
also “big ideas to 
change the world.”  
In so doing, the 
agenda mirrored 
the ground breaking 
“Pacific Partners” 
report prepared by 
the Center for 

Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) and the 
NZ Institute of International Affairs (NZIIA) for the two councils for presentation at the 
Forum.  
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While the Christchurch Forum forever will be remembered for its abrupt ending shortly after 
noon on its final day by the devastating earthquake that hit the city, the Forum already had 
made its mark as another highly successful gathering of leaders from the two countries.  In 
its relatively short history, the Partnership Forum has become the preeminent public-private 
event in the bilateral relationship, widely credited  not only with making a major 
contribution to that relationship but also to helping facilitate the ever broadening 
cooperation and collaboration between the two countries in the Asia Pacific region.   
 
In his keynote to open the Forum on Monday, February 21, 2011, 
Prime Minister John Key welcomed the delegations to his beautiful 
hometown of Christchurch.  He covered three main topics: New 
Zealand’s relationship with the United States, our mutual global 
security challenges, and the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP).  
Emphasizing the importance of the US relationship to New Zealand, 
he said the relationship was in “the best shape it has been in for a 
long time.”  Noting Secretary Clinton’s visit in late 2010 and the 
Wellington Declaration, the Prime Minister said “now is the time for 
our two countries to actively pursue new opportunities and 
initiatives together. Our policy makers are in regular contact with 
each other, working together and coordinating our efforts on issues 
such as nuclear security, climate change, peace in the Middle East 
and development assistance.”   The Prime Minister’s focus on 
security cooperation and the TPP anticipated two of the Forum principal themes to follow.  
He noted his strong personal interest in the TPP which “will have a significant impact on the 
way business is done in the region”, adding that “this trade deal is crucial for New Zealand’s 
future because the US is such an important trading  partner for us.”  He closed by thanking 
“all members of the US-New Zealand Council for sharing this vision and actively supporting 
TPP.” 
 

The Forum Opens – Sunday, February 20, 2011 
 
The Forum began with an Evensong at Christchurch Cathedral 
with readings by Forum delegates appropriate to the US 
President’s Day, exquisite music from the Cathedral’s men and 
boys choir, and a robust recessional singing of six verses of 
Battle Hymn of the Republic. The vision of the Cathedral’s 
serenity on that Sunday in contrast to the horror of its 
crumbled tower two days later will 
remain with the participants. As it 
was garden week in Christchurch, 
the Cathedral, like much of the 
Central Square and parks, was 
resplendent with flowers and floral 
displays.  
 
On a beautiful sunny evening, 
delegates were transported by 
trolley to the opening reception at 
the Christchurch Art Gallery.   
Although exhibits at the gallery 

were open to the delegates, the camaraderie, New Zealand wine 
and hors d'oeuvres, quickly captured the guests attention as the 
two delegates, many now old friends and colleagues, greeted one 
another.   
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The assembly was formally welcomed by a traditional Maori Powhiri and greetings from the 
Rt. Hon. James Bolger, co-chair of the Forum and Chairman of the NZUS Council.  On behalf 
of the American delegation, US-NZ Council President John Mullen thanked Mr Bolger and 
“our Maori friends” for their warm welcome as the delegations gathered “from two sides of 
our vast common ocean to again consider what binds us as friends and to share ideas on how 
together, our values, creativity, and determination can contribute to make our world a safer 
and better place.”  The Mayor of Christchurch Bob Parker ended the short ceremony with 
greetings on behalf of the city. 
 

   
     Powhiri – Maori Welcome               Rt Hon James Bolger           Christchurch Mayor Bob Parker 

   
Stephen Jacobi, Evan Bayh         Reception at Christchurch Art Gallery                  Ian Phillips,  
Thad Allen, Randy Schriver                             Commonwealth Bank                      

    
Carolyn Mortland, Fonterra               Reception at Christchurch Art Gallery                          Amb. David Huebner 
Clayton Yeutter, Hogan Lovells 

    
Chris Marut, State Department       Amb. Mike Moore AdmThad Allen, Phil Gregan, NZ Winegrowers 
Belinda Lui, Time Warner     Lex Henry, Medicines NZ 
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Monday 21 February 

 
The Forum was held in an unusual venue – a rugby 
stadium.  However, between the spacious area 
designed for meetings of this kind, the Deloitte 
Lounge foyer, and corporate/executive suites used 
for the workshops, Future Partners Forum, side 
meetings, luncheons and breakfasts, the site was 
ideal for the Forum.   
 
Following a stirring video with clips of New Zealand 
and American cities and countryside and leaders and 

well known figures from the two countries, Stephen Jacobi, Executive Director of the NZUS 
Council who led the team that organized the magnificent settings for 

the Forum with Dazzle Events, introduced Jim 
Bolger, co-chair of the Forum and Chairman of 
the NZUS Council to welcome the delegations. 
John Mullen responded on behalf the US 
delegation recalling the modest goals of the 
inaugural Forum in 2006 and the important 
roles US and NZ statesmen had played in part 
through Forum participation in helping to mend 
the relation-ship. He recognized the presence 
at this fourth Forum of five of those on the 
American side – Chris Hill, Rich Armitage, 
Randy Schriver, Clayton Yeutter, and Kurt 
Campbell.  While stating that “the Wellington 
Declaration was both a symbol of how far we 

have come and an indication of how much more is possible”, he added that “this isn’t a 
victory lap, there is still so much to do,” citing the importance of this “track 1.5 gathering” 
described by John Key at the Auckland Forum in 2007 as important 
precisely because it is “close to but not part of” government. 
 
The Forum is conducted under the Chatham House Rule, which makes 
the discussion off the record but allows anyone wishing to release 
remarks to do so.  Since Prime Minister Key, Ambassador Huebner, and 
Ministers McCully and Groser released their remarks, they are quoted in 
this report.  
 

Following the Prime Minister’s keynote, US 
Co-Chair Evan Bayh introduced US 
Ambassador David Huebner to speak in place 
of Homeland Security Secretary Janet 
Napolitano, who had to cancel her participation in the Forum two 
days before its start to attend the funeral of the first American 
border patrol agent killed in Mexico.  Senator Bayh, a friend of 
the Secretary from their days at the University of Virginia Law 
School also spoke of the love his parents (his Father also a 
senator from Indiana) had for New Zealand and the excitement he 
and his wife Susan shared about coming to Christchurch and the 
Forum. 
 
 After acknowledging the disappointment of the Secretary that 
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 “. . . the United States – 
New Zealand Partnership 
Forum . . .has played such 
an important role in 
reinvigorating the bilateral 
relationship. The Forum 
focuses attention, builds 
consensus, deepens key 
personal relationships, and 
reminds us why we are such 
special friends.”   
US Ambassador David Huebner 
US-NZ 2011 Partnership Forum, 
February 21, 2011 

she could not be part of the Forum, Ambassador Huebner said “This isn’t my first time as a 
last-minute Cabinet Secretary stand-in . . . so I’ll do my best.” 

The Ambassador then gave a tour d’horizon not only of the 
beginnings and recent history of US-NZ relations but also of the 
accelerating cooperation and collaboration between the two 
countries and the full agenda going forward.  Noting the 
progress made in just “the short number of months since the 
last Partnership Forum in 
October 2009”, he said that in 
the 14 months he has been 
Ambassador he has welcomed 
1,116 US officials to New 
Zealand, from Secretary Hillary 
Clinton and Assistant Secretary 
Kurt Campbell to the Secretary 
of the Navy, a figure not 
including “the army of American 
scientists who spent time in New 

Zealand en route to Antarctica.”  But it was the 
accomplishments of these officials, not their number, that 
was the focus of his remarks – the Global Research Alliance 
on Agricultural Green House Gas Emissions, Prime Minister Key’s participation in the Nuclear 
Security Summit convened by President Obama, the priority of the TPP trade negotiations by 
both countries, the first trilateral discussions among the US, New Zealand and Australia in 
decades, the Declaration on Aviation Security, the Wellington Declaration signed by 
Secretary Clinton and Foreign Minister McCully.   The Ambassador also noted the remarkable 
non-governmental collaboration, citing that between the International Cancer Symposium in 
Wellington, organized by the University of 
Otago Medical School, and the Mayo Clinic, 
and commercial linkages such as Boeing’s 
with Air New Zealand and the expansion in 
New Zealand of companies such as Lockheed 
Martin.   
 
Ambassador Huebner concluded by looking 
forward.  He argued that the strategic 
opportunity and long-term benefits of a fair 
and balanced TPP were more important that 
“the illusory perfect deal.”   The prosperous, 
secure future he described also would 
depend on innovation, a wide range of 
security challenges from cyber disruption to 
climate change, and finally, citing the 
Embassy’s involvement with the Future 
Partners Forum, on youth and our ability to 
harness their idealism, creativity and energy. 
  
New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Murray McCully opened Session One, titled 
“The State of the Relationship.”  He was 
followed by Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Kurt Campbell 
who, because of a delayed departure from Washington, came straight from the airport to 
participate in the first session.  The two keynotes introduced a discussion of the broader 
strategic relationship between the two countries, which was the subject of a study prepared 
for the Forum by the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in cooperation 
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with the New Zealand Institute of International Affairs (NZIIA).  Entitled “Pacific Partners, 
The Future of U.S.-New Zealand Relations”, the report was presented following the 
keynotes by its two principal authors, Ernie Bower and Brian Lynch. 
 
Minister McCully, who has participated in all four Partnership Forums, began by expressing 

his appreciation to American friends and colleagues such as Kurt 
Campbell, Richard Armitage, and Chris Hill, all present in the 
room, for their “stalwart support and considerable effort” in 
laying the groundwork that resulted in the Wellington 
Declaration.  The Minister began by surveying the ongoing need 
for and fact of collaboration between New Zealand and the 
United States in “our own backyard in the Asia Pacific Region” on 
issues such as “sub-Saharan levels of poverty” in some of the 
island countries, illegal fishing that robs them of important 
resources, drug smuggling and other transnational crime, and 
vulnerability to tsunamis.  He then turned to the importance of 
the TPP and the engagement of the United States in various Asia 

Pacific political forums.  Returning to the Wellington Declaration and the Partnership 
Forum, the Minister said: 
 

“I want to emphasise that the Wellington Declaration doesn’t have magical powers 
of its own.  We politicians are in the business of providing frameworks.  The 
Wellington Declaration is just that – a framework that I hope will provide the basis 
for, not just politicians and officials, but business leaders, academics and others to 
find increasingly creative ways in which we can work together.  I was pleased to see 
evidence of this sort of creative thinking in the study recently published by the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies, “Pacific partners: the Future of 
US/NZ Relations. . . .  We are delighted to be here in Christchurch with such a 
distinguished and senior gathering of political and business leaders from the United 
States.  Let me conclude today by thanking you all once more for the role each of 
you plays in making New Zealand’s relationship with the US what it is: a dynamic, 
diverse and exciting strategic partnership for the 21st century and beyond.” 
 

Assistant Secretary Campbell not only followed with extensive 
remarks (not officially released) but also stayed for the discussion 
period on the Pacific Partners report.   The idea for a strategic 
study of the US-NZ relationship which could be rolled out at the 
Partnership Forum was conceived by Ernie Bower, a US-NZ Council 
board member who is Senior Adviser & Program Director for the 
Southeast Asia Program at CSIS.  He quickly gained support from 
Kurt Campbell, then NZ Ambassador Roy Ferguson, and the two 
councils, which agreed to provide the major funding.  At the 
launch of the study at CSIS in September 2010 at which 
Ambassador Mike Moore and Assistant Secretary Campbell spoke 
along with Ernie Bower and John Mullen, Secretary Campbell 
praised the study as “unbelievably timely”, adding that the report 

can be a vision document, it can be a roadmap, it can help convene and drive this 
relationship . . . .”  Initial drafts were prepared by CSIS and NZIIA, a seminar-review was 
held in Washington in October chaired by Ernie Bower, another in Wellington in November 
chaired by Brian Lynch the principal author on the NZ side.  Ambassador Huebner, DCM Bob 
Clarke, and John Mullen were among several Americans at the impressive gathering of NZ 
experts in Wellington. 
 
Messrs Bower and Lynch were the presenters at the Forum’s second session.  The Pacific 
Partners study and report they co-authored was both a summary of the vastly increased 
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cooperation and collaboration between the two countries and a critical but forward looking 
vision statement of the relationship’s potential.  It covered five areas: political and security 
cooperation, trade and investment, science and technology, educational and cultural 
linkages, and cooperation on transnational issues specifically including nuclear safety, 
security and nonproliferation, climate change, and humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief.   A panel comprised of Assistant Secretary Campbell, the Vice Chancellor of 
Canterbury University Rod Carr, US business commentator and columnist Bruce Stokes, and 
NZ Herald columnist Fran O’Sullivan followed with commentary. There was broad agreement 
that while the study was just a beginning with need for elaboration and follow up, it 
significantly broadened the focus of the Partnership Forum and would stimulate an ongoing 
dialogue outside the increasingly rich official collaboration.  Session co-chair Jim Bolger 
organized comments and questions from the floor; co-chair Evan Bayh summed up and 
closed the session.   
 
Ambassador Susan Schwab opened Session Two, 
“Trans-Pacific Partnership: A 21st Century Trade 
Agreement?” by introducing NZ Trade Minister Tim 
Groser with whom she has worked over the years.  
Minister Groser began by noting the outstanding 
US-NZ cooperation on climate change, his other 
major portfolio, and the role of Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack, last in New Zealand as a 
co-chair of the US Delegation to the 2007 
Partnership Forum in Auckland.  Before moving to 
his main topic, the TPP, Mr. Groser also paid 
tribute to three people present who played important leadership roles on the long-standing 
US-NZ partnership on GATT and WTO: former US Trade Representatives Susan Schwab and 
Clayton Yeutter and Mike Moore, NZ Ambassador to the US and former Prime Minister, Trade 
Minister, and Director General of the WTO. 
 
Turning to the TPP, the Minister examined its setting in “a global transition phase, 
unparalleled in history” in which a “massive process of wealth creation in the emerging 
economies . . . is accelerating”, which presents a challenge to global governance models 
“designed for a different world.”  In a world with “the global supply chain on steroids,” 

labels such as “made in the US” or “made in NZ” 
constitute a view of a “vertically integrated 
model of production and trade” which, 
“particularly when protected by trade barriers 
and subsidies, is hopelessly outdated.”  Mr. 
Groser noted that Australian Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard, in remarks the prior week to the NZ 
Parliament, had summed up “the immense 
opportunity TPP and Asia Pacific growth offers 
Australia and NZ.” She said the opportunity 
needed to be underpinned by “‘rigorous fiscal 
discipline, constant structural reform and an 
unswerving commitment to free trade’”.  
Minister Groser added “I can’t improve on that.” 

    Mayor Bob Parker, Trade Minister Tim Groser 
 
In describing the TPP as part of the trend “away from purely bilateral to plurilateral or 
multi-economy negotiations”, the Minister said the TPP should “become the most important 
of these new broader FTA agreements” because “the world’s largest economy the US is 
involved” and because it “would not stop with the current nine TPP countries.”  Finally he 
said, the TPP represents “the flight to quality.”  Concluding an agreement this complex will 
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be difficult to conclude.  But “everyone understands there is more at stake in TPP than 
economics.”  It is about “strategic leadership in the Asia Pacific” and that is why it is so 
important and why US leadership, key to global institutional structure since WWII, is so 
important.  “Some sixty years on”, he said, “we know the theatre where the main game is 
going to take place – the Asia Pacific . . . expanded to include India.” 
 
Minister Groser’s address was followed by remarks from Andrew Ferrier, Fonterra CEO, and 
Myron Brilliant, Senior Vice President International at the US Chamber.  Mr. Ferrier focused 
on issues surrounding dairy; Mr. Brilliant on intellectual property.  Both were provocative.  
These were followed by comments from the floor by Cal Cohen, President of ECAT under 
whose leadership ECAT serves as secretariat for the US TPP Business Coalition and by Phil 
O’Reilly, Chief Executive of Business NZ.  Their remarks and others from the floor all were 
made under the Chatham House Rule. 

 
At the luncheon following the morning sessions, Murray Jack, 
Chief Executive of Deloitte New Zealand introduced the 
featured speaker, Admiral Thad Allen, recently retired head of 
the US Coast Guard.  Admiral Allen began with a description of 
the cooperation among the United States, New Zealand, 
Australia and France in Asian-Pacific waters.  He then recounted 
his experiences as National Incident Commander of the BP 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill and prior assignments as head of the 
Coast Guard regarding Hurricane Katrina and the Haiti 
Earthquake.  Little did he or anyone know how timely his 
remarks on disaster preparedness and response, and lessons 
learned from the three disparate disasters far from New 
Zealand, would be starting the following day shortly after noon 
in Christchurch. 

     Admiral Thad Allen 
 
The afternoon sessions began an innovation that proved very effective in enabling the voices 
of the high-powered delegations to be heard at greater length.  For the first time, the 
delegations divided into two workshops.  Workshop One, “Creating a platform for political 
engagement and security in the Asia-Pacific region” was  chaired by Rt Hon Sir Don 
McKinnon, a former NZ Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Secretary General.  Panelists were former Deputy Secretary of State Rich 
Armitage and former NZ Secretary of Foreign Affairs Simon Murdoch.  The rapporteur was 
former Assistant Secretary of State Wendy Sherman.  
Opening floor comments from Derek Mitchell, Principal 
Deputy Secretary of Defense for Asian & Pacific Security 
Affairs and John McKinnon, NZ Secretary of Defense, 
generated a robust discussion that included views from 
Mariko Silver, Richard Grant, Chris Hill, Phil O’Reilly, Thad 
Allen, Myron Brilliant, Cal Cohen, and Gary Judd.  Not 
surprisingly much of the discussion was about China and its 
role in the region, but the wealth of experience in the room 
insured that political, security, and economic themes were 
woven into the discussion.  More than one participant 
regretted that the session was conducted off-the-record and 
its wisdom couldn’t be shared more broadly.            
         Sir Don McKinnon  
Workshop Two, “Feeding the world safely and sustainably” was chaired by former NZ 
Minister of Agriculture John Luxton and featured presentations by Gary Hirshberg, Chairman 
and “CE-Yo” of Stonyfield Farm Yogurt and Mike Petersen, Chairman of Beef+Lamb NZ.  
Former Agriculture Secretary and US Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter was the 
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rapporteur. Workshop Three, “Building a platform for continued growth in the Asia-Pacific 
region” and Workshop Four “Addressing climate change and building a low carbon economy 
were held on Tuesday morning.  Mark D’Arcy, President of Time Warner Global Media 
chaired the session on growth introducing panelists Frank Owen, CEO of Tait Electronics and 
Richard Kirkland, President for South Asia at Lockheed Martin.  Bram Klaeijsen, President 
for Asia Pacific at Cargill chaired the climate change workshop.  Rob Fenwick, Chair of 
Antarctica New Zealand and Paula Dobriansky, former Under Secretary of State for 
Democracy and Global Affairs, made presentations.  
 
While the rapporteurs summed up the discussion at the workshops, their additional function 
was to report back to a closing plenary session the next afternoon, which of course didn’t 
happen following the earthquake.  In abbreviated form, the reports ultimately were 
delivered from notes at a video-linked “resumed closing session” held in Auckland and 
Washington April 19-20.  Labour MP Mayan Street presented her summary in person at the 
closing session; Stephen Jacobi summarized Roy Ferguson’s notes for the climate change 
session and John Mullen spoke from Wendy Sherman’s notes from the political/security 
session.  All reports indicated fulsome discussion, disagreements but also consensus on some 
issues.  There was a broad consensus that the workshop format should continue. 
 

Monday Evening Gala Dinner 
 
The Forum’s gala dinner on Monday began with a reception at the Antarctic Center’s 
Museum and continued under a spectacular marquee outside the museum entrance.  
Delegates were greeted by Antarctic huskies as they walked from their shuttle buses into 
the museum.    The evening in many ways resembled a family reunion as many old friends 
greeting one another and organizers at times had difficulty interrupting conversations to 
move delegates and guests from reception to dinner and back to various dinner courses from 
other conversations.  Among the evening’s many highlights was the arrival of the delayed 
Congressional delegation, eight strong, whose energy belied the long journey just 
completed.  NZUS Council Chairman Jim Bolger welcomed the guests and introduced the 
Governor General of New Zealand, Rt Hon Sir Anand Satyanand.   Congressman Donald 
Manzullo who headed the Congressional Delegation responded on behalf of the American 
delegation and his eight colleagues, Representatives Kevin Brady, Rick Larsen, Joe Crowley, 
Tim Holden, Dan Lungren, Eni Faleomavaega, and Gregorio Sabian. 
 

           
Gary Hirshberg, Phil Gregan             Paula Dobriansky enters through the         Antarctic Centre Museum 
            and friend    Ice Cave 
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     Sir Don McKinnon, Rich Armitage, Evan Bayh       Conversation amid museum displays 

  
        Guests enter the dinner marquee  Jim and Joan Bolger greet the Congressional 
            Delegation and Ambassador Huebner 

  
 Applause for the Governor General and Mr. Bolger      Fiona Pears Ensemble entertains guests before dinner 

  
    Guests enjoy the elegant dinner                  Jim Bolger introduces Governor General Satyanand 
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       Phil Goff greets Rich Armitage              The Beat Girls channel the Andrews Sisters 

   
Rt Hon James Bolger         His Excellency Rt Hon                  Congressman Donald Manzullo 
            Sir Annd Satyanand        R- 16th District, Illinois 

 

Tuesday Morning, 22 February 
 

The Forum’s second day began with a breakfast in the Deloitte Lounge foyer with the 
scheduled keynote from Ambassador Chris Hill.  As the delegations had not had the 
opportunity to hear from the members of the Congressional delegation because of their 
delayed arrival, except for Congressman Manzullo’s remarks at the gala dinner, the Members 
agreed to adjust their departure for Wellington to make brief remarks prior to Ambassador 
Hill’s keynote. Susan Schwab helped arrange that change and introduced the members to 
the breakfast gathering. 

      � 
   Cong. Kevin Brady       Cong. Rick Larsen                   Cong. Joe Crowley      Cong. Daniel Lungren 
  R-8th District, Texas            D-2nd Dist., Washington         D-7th District, New York        R-3rd District, California 
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 “This is the fourth Partnership 
Forum and it has come a long way 
from the first tentative steps we 
took in 2006. . . . There is a reason 
why busy people have put an effort 
into making it a success . . . . We are 
old friends, with a common heritage 
and shared values of democratic 
institutions, the rule of law and 
respect for human rights. . . . But 
the reason for this forum is more 
than simply sentiment. The reason 
why the US is important to us is 
obvious. You are the world’s 
preeminent political, economic and 
military power. 
NZ Leader of the Opposition Phil Goff, 
US-NZ 2011 Partnership Forum, 
February 21, 2011 

While expressing regrets that their time with the Forum delegations was so short, the 
Members emphasized the importance of the relationship, its growing strength, the 
significance of the TPP to both countries and the region, and their pleasure in coming to 
New Zealand.  Differences in positions on certain issues were frankly noted but all cited the 
importance of the TPP, trade and investment between the two countries and the increasing 
security cooperation.  
 
Ambassador Chris Hill, as Assistance Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs was 
the key player on the US side in beginning the rejuvenation of the US-NZ relationship.  His 
luncheon speech at the inaugural Forum in Washington in 2006 candidly laid out what was 
possible and where the relationship should go.  His keynote in 2007 in Auckland following 
Prime Minister Helen Clark underscored the rapidly changing landscape.  Having left the US 

Foreign Service following a tour as Ambassador to Iraq, his fourth 
ambassadorial post, he became the Dean of the Josef Korbel School of 
International Studies at the University of Denver.  His return for the 4th 
Partnership Forum was an indication of his affection for New Zealand 
and his view of its important role in the Asia Pacific.  Introduced by his 
old friend NZ Secretary of Defense John McKinnon, Ambassador Hill’s 
remarks covered both the Asia Pacific and the Middle East.  They were 
punctuated at one point by a minor earth tremor, which prompted him 
to quip “in Baghdad that would have meant something else” a remark 
he later said he never would have made had he had any notion it was a 
precursor of what was to come that afternoon. 

 
Workshops Three and Four described above, on 
economic growth in the region and on climate change 
and building a low carbon economy, began the final 
day’s sessions.  This was followed by remarks by NZ 
Leader of the Opposition Phil Goff.  Introduced by 
co-chair Dr. Michael Cullen, Mr. Goff also began by 
recognizing the importance of the roles Chris Hill, 
Kurt Campbell and Rich Armitage had played in 
setting the US-NZ relationship on a new path.  As a 
former trade minister, he also acknowledged his 
“colleague and friend” Susan Schwab with whom he 
had worked on “the hard negotiations in Geneva on 
the Doha round” Mr. Goff emphasized the 
importance of the TPP and New Zealand’s important 
role in trade “which belies our small size”, citing his 
country’s work in the WTO - with Mike Moore as 
Director General and three successive NZ 
Ambassadors chairing the Agriculture Negotiating 
Committee.  Mr. Goff pointed out differences on a number of trade issues but also the wide 
range of cooperation on trade, security issues, and beyond.  He closed by echoing the 
bipartisan message of leaders from both countries: “We should work together ever more 
constructively to shape a better world.” 
 
The delegations then broke for “boardroom lunches” hosted by nine Canterbury businesses 
and organizations.  Hosts were Antarctica New Zealand, ANZCO, Canterbury Employers 
Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch Engine Centre, Solid Energy, Tait Radio 
Communications, University of Canterbury, Westland Milk Products, and Westpac.  The 
luncheons, without speakers or formal programs were another innovation designed to allow 
informal conversation and networking.  While the luncheons had barely begun when the 
earthquake hit at 12:51 pm on February 22, many delegates in post-Forum reviews thought 
the idea of informal luncheons should be a fixture in future Forums. 
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 “We recognize that our generation defines 
success differently than the current 
leaders, and we must utilize this new 
definition of success to create a 
sustainable future. . . . Today, this 
partnership and the world face a series of 
challenges that require the same reaction, 
dedication, and urgency to solve [as the 
response to the earthquake].  They are 
slow-motion crisies, which permeate our 
lives but do no shake us to the core. They 
do, however, require both long-term 
planning and urgent action.  They require 
us to act now. We wonder, why is it that 
we can respond so effectively to 
earthquakes but not extreme poverty.  
Tsunamis but not climate change? The 
immediate need for food and water but not 
the long-term pressure on our global 
resources?” 
Future Partner’s Report to the 2011 
Partnership Forum, Christchurch, NZ 

Scheduled for the afternoon’s concluding sessions were reports from workshop rapporteurs 
and the Future Partners Forum, closing addresses from Kurt Campbell and John Allen, NZ 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade, on “Continuing the Momentum,” concluding remarks 
from the co-chairs, and thanks from John Mullen and Stephen Jacobi on behalf of the 
visiting and host delegations.  Instead, the next time the delegates would gather would be 
hours later at the Antarctic Centre following a sometimes harrowing journey by foot and 
various kinds of conveyance. 
 
 

 
 
 

Future Partners Forum 
 

The purpose of the Future Partners Forum (FFP) was to bring together a group of around 
twenty emerging American and New Zealand leaders to present their views on the future of 
the US-NZ relationship to the wider 
Partnership Forum.   The FFP was comprised of 
all the American Fulbright students currently 
studying in New Zealand and a slightly larger 
group of NZ students, including four who had 
been interns at the Council in Washington.  
The Future Partners heard from and interacted 
with many of the Forum delegates from 
government and business including John Key, 
Kurt Campbell, Rich Armitage, John Allen, 
David Huebner, Roy Ferguson, Susan Schwab, 
Jim Bolger. Paula Dobriansky, Rod Carr, Derek 
Mitchell, John McKinnon, Bram Klaeijsen, and 
Don Elder. 
 
The Future Partners remained in 
communication to polish a thoughtful forward- 
looking report that took up the challenge of 
developing and conveying their vision for the 
US-NZ partnership and the planet twenty years 
in the future.   Many thanks for unleashing the intelligence and passion of this remarkable 
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group of young people go to its prime movers Ambassador Huebner, Stephen Jacobi, Mele 
Wendt of Fulbright New Zealand, and Therese Arseneau of University of Canterbury who 
organized and oversaw the program and the students. 
 

  
     Prime Minister Key addresses the Future Partners                Future Partners in dialogue with PM Key 

  
    Don Elder, Solid Energy; Bram Klaeijsen, Cargill;    Lucy Coghill, Victoria Univ.; Sasha Maher, Auckland  
   Eleanor Bors, Fulbright student from Oberlin           Univ.; Mele Wendt, Fulbright NZ, Eleanor Bors 

  
 James Hurndell, Victoria University, makes a point             Therese Arseneau, Univ. of Canterbury and Prime  
                Minister Key interact with the Future Partners 

 
The Evacuation from Christchurch 

 
While many at the luncheons had to dive for cover when the violence of the quake began, 
presence at a luncheon turned out to be fortuitous as most were on the first or second 
floors of relatively safe buildings and all emerged with only a few minor cuts and scratches. 
In greater danger were several delegates who had business in the Central Business District 
and partners and observers not included in the luncheons who had gone into the CBD for 
lunch, to shop or run errands and had close calls and traumatic experiences. A number were 
alone for several hours trying to reach or be reached by their colleagues. Remarkably, 
however, no one connected to the Forum, American or New Zealander was seriously hurt. 



15 
 

 
Participants found each other in parks and other open spaces and communicated by cell 
phone as, for the most part, they walked toward the 
AMI Stadium, the venue for the Forum sessions. The 
gravity of the disaster became increasingly apparent 
as the delegates walked through the gray wet silt 
caused by liquefaction, around fissures and upheavals 
in the roads, and past crumbled walls, towers and 
statues, all the while feeling the ground shift beneath 
their feet as numerous aftershocks hit Christchurch. 
(Picture at right taken by Susan Schwab’s sister, Teresa 
Marshall, as she walked from her lunch location in the 
Central Business District to rejoin Forum participants.) 
 
With many individual calm acts of courage and generosity, including a heroic bus driver 
hired by the Forum who stayed at his post despite worry about his daughter, the Americans  
 and Kiwis used cell phone calls to compile lists and gradually assure themselves that all 

“had made it.” Most of the Forum participants 
gathered at the AMI stadium, then, organized by the 
US Embassy and MFAT, were transported by circuitous 
route to the Antarctic Centre and later that evening 
evacuated to Wellington (by NZ Air Force C-130 
Hercules) and Auckland, most without luggage or 
passports. Both governments acted with dispatch and 
efficiency. Kurt Campbell and John Allen took the 
lead in planning and shouting out instructions on the 
evacuation. The US Embassy and Auckland Consulate 
processed dozens of temporary passports for Forum 
delegates and other Americans caught in 
Christchurch. It was extraordinarily well done. 
Upon arrival in Wellington, NZ delegates, friends, and 

the US Embassy reached out to find lodging for the evacuees.  Among those hosting 
Americans were Roy and Dawn Ferguson, Denis and Helen Delany (parents of a Future 
Partner and former Council intern), and Ambassador David Huebner (see picture below).  
 
The earthquake quickly attracted 
worldwide attention.  Thad Allen and 
Chris Hill were interviewed by CNN, 
describing why they and their 
American colleagues were there and 
the abrupt ending of the Partnership 
Forum.  Ambassador Hill described 
the “violent shaking” that was “the 
most frightening experience” of his 
life but said the “New Zealanders are 
truly an intrepid people.”  Admiral 
Allen called Christchurch “a very 
resilient city.”  Both praised the 
leadership of Prime Minister Key, 
Mayor Bob Parker, their governments, 
and the New Zealand people for their 
response.        Forum evacuees at Antarctic Center waiting for Auckland plane 
 
Many individual participants wrote of their experiences.  Ernie Bower blogged about the 
ground turning liquid, chandeliers shattering, walls crashing, and walking “through rubble 

Stephen Jacobi, John Mullen with Future 
Partners Lucy Coghill and Ruth Delany 
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and prehistoric ooze” to regroup at the AMI Stadium.  But, he said, “The US-New  Zealand 
brotherhood was forged anew in a way none of us could have foreseen”; and because “this 
talented and experienced group of people spent a day and a half probing and exploring an 
agenda named ‘the power of partnering’”, he could “feel the relationship moving in a 
historic direction.”   
 
State Department desk officer Michele Petersen who was engaged in trilateral talks at the 
AMI Stadium in “one of the stadium’s luxury boxes . . . overlooking a flawless green rugby 
pitch”  when the earthquake hit, described “noise like a freight train”, trying to stand up 
and falling to the floor.  She and a number of State Department colleagues attending the 
Forum stayed behind to help Embassy staff assisting with all American citizens affected by 
the quake, sleeping in sleeping bags “under desks or against load bearing walls.”  Ms 

Petersen also mentioned the key role played 
by Tim Manning, Deputy Administrator of 
FEMA, who attended the Forum along with DHS 
Assistant Secretary Mariko Silver when 
Secretary Napolitano had to cancel.  “Tim 
sprang into action” and “truly was heaven-
sent.”  However, “As the extent of the 
damage and death toll became apparent, our 
hearts broke for the good people of 
Christchurch and indeed all of New Zealand.”  
But “the Kiwis were magnificent. . . . In 
Christchurch’s darkest hour, kindness 
triumphed over adversity.  I feel privileged to 
have witnessed the very best of humanity.” 

Future Partner Ellie Bors on Wellington bound C-130 
reacting to Kurt Campbell’s comment that “these  
planes have a reputation for making people sick.”         American Fulbright student and Future Partner, 
Rebecca Stahl wrote four pieces in her blog about the Forum and the earthquake.  She and 
the Future Partners also were at AMI Stadium during the lunch hour.  She wrote “I am from 
California, but little did I know how unusual the phrase ‘Duck and Cover’ is to the vast 
majority of Americans.  The Kiwis made sure we were all under tables.  They felt they had 
an obligation to protect us in their most common natural disaster that makes CA look calm 
by comparison.”  Within seconds, she wrote, “and I mean seconds, crew from the stadium 
were in the room, on radios, evacuating us from the room and building.”  Later, as she “sat 
on the C130” NZ Air Force plane taking the Forum participants away “from the Christchurch 
war zone”, she admitted to crying.  However, “as we got off the plane, I told a high-ranking 
US politician that if we are to survive, we have to act, at all times, as we acted that day.  
The best part was that he agreed.” 
 
In an Op Ed piece in the Wellington Dominion Post 
on March 1, Stephen Jacobi talked about the spirit 
of the Partnership Forum and its accomplishments 
despite its premature end. “No one would want an 
event like an earthquake to contribute to 
reinforcing ties between the two countries but 
there are signs that those who lived through this 
event now share a new bond. . .  .  In times of 
disaster and adversity there is pain and grief.  But 
there is also courage, hope and determination to 
find the spirit to carry on, rebuild and work              Ambassador Huebner’s Future Partner house  
                                                                                                                    guests at Wellington airport  
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for a better tomorrow with those who share similar  values, principles and outlooks such as 
those which link New Zealand and the United States.” 
 
Although quickly overshadowed by the disastrous earthquake, tsunami, and resulting nuclear 
power plant damage, the Christchurch earthquake because it was close to the surface and 
to Christchurch resulted in a “peak ground acceleration” (PGA) reading that was one of 
the highest in recorded history, much higher than the September Canterbury quake and the 
Haiti quake and close to, some authorities say greater than, the Sendai earthquake in 
Japan. The Mercalli scale which measures PGA rates the shaking from anything above 1.24g 
as “extreme”. The February 22 Christchurch quake measured 1.88g in Christchurch, 2.2g 
near the epicenter. (Intensity measure in “g” force is the acceleration due to earth’s gravity 
or “g-force”.)  

 
The Aftermath – Widespread Generosity and a Closing Session by Video Link 

 
Many New Zealanders immediately began efforts to 
raise funds for earthquake victims and for the 
rehabilitation and rebuilding of Christchurch. 
Ambassador Mike Moore, in welcoming the US Forum 
delegation home safely at a dinner at the residence 
emphasized the scale of the destruction, the need and 
the determination of the people of Christchurch. Ian 
Phillips quickly organized fund raising efforts through 

ANZA, a charitable organization he heads. A number of the corporate sponsors of the Forum 
quickly and quietly made major gifts immediately after the earthquake to the NZ Red Cross, 
and many individual delegates have made generous personal contributions. At the 
suggestion of Peter Watson, the Council opened a segregated bank account called American 
Friends of Christchurch, contributions to which are tax deductible in the US because of the 
Council’s status as a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Working closely with Kurt Campbell and 
Ambassador Moore, a substantial portion of the funding raising effort in the US is now being 
channeled through the American Friends of Christchurch (AFOC) account, which now has its 
own identity and website www.americanfriendsofchristchurch.org.  Peter Watson and Evan 
Bayh, a co-chair of the Forum, are the co-chairs of AFOC; Rich Armitage, Ernie Bower, 
Myron Brilliant, Cal Cohen, Cal Dooley, Peter Drummond, John Hood, John Mullen, Ian 
Phillips, Susan Schwab, and Gordon Smith are on its board. The Embassy hosted a black tie 
gala dinner on April 14 at which many Council members and other corporate friends of New 
Zealand sponsored tables, with the proceeds going to the Christchurch relief effort.  AFOC 
has raised and transmitted to New Zealand over $1 million to rebuild Christchurch.  That 
effort will continue. 
 
The video-linked “Resumed Closing Session” on the evening of April 19 in Washington and 
the morning of April 20 in Auckland was chaired by Jim Bolger and Susan Schwab and 
attended by representatives of both delegations, observers, and Future Partners.  Blank 
Rome and Westpac generously provided the venues and technology.  Following a 
remembrance for Christchurch, reports from the Forum workshops, Future Partners, and the 
University of Auckland’s health innovation conference, and remarks from Stephen Jacobi 
and John Mullen who again thanked the many sponsors who made the event possible, Mr. 
Bolger and Ms Schwab formally closed a most memorable Partnership Forum. 
 
Grateful thanks to the many individuals, entities, and companies who made the Christchurch 
Forum the best ever: the NZUS Council, Stephen Jacobi, Gabrielle Rush, and Fiona Cooper 
Clarke; Denise Armstrong and her team at Dazzle Events; co-chairs Susan Schwab, Evan 
Bayh, Jim Bolger and Michael Cullen and the extraordinary US and NZ delegations; the US 
and NZ corporate sponsors; the NZ Embassy in Washington and US Embassy in Wellington; 
Kurt Campbell, Chris Marut, and Michele Petersen at the State Department; co-chairs of the 
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NZ Caucus in the House Rick Larsen and Kevin Brady; Congressman Donald Manzullo and staff 
director Nien Su; Ernie Bower, Brian Lynch and all those who created the Pacific Partners 
Report; the Future Partners; and Krysia Grant, James Hurndell, and Ruth Delany at the US-
NZ Council. 
         John Mullen 
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US Delegates, Observers and Sponsors 
Co-Chairs:   Ambassador Susan Schwab, Senator Evan Bayh 

US Delegates 
 

1. Admiral Thad Allen, Retired Head of Coast Guard 
2. Richard Armitage, Former Deputy Secretary of State; Principal, Armitage International 
3. Senator Evan Bayh, Former Governor and Senator from Indiana 
4. Ernie Bower, Senior Advisor and Director, South East Asia Program, CSIS; Founding Partner, 

BrooksBowerAsia 
5. Patrick Boyle,  President, American Meat Institute 
6. Congressman Kevin Brady, R-8th District, Texas 
7. Myron Brilliant, Senior Vice President of International Affairs, US Chamber of Commerce 
8. George Burrill, Former founder and CEO, ARD; President, The Burrill Foundation 
9. Kurt Campbell, Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
10. Bob Clarke, DCM, US Embassy, Wellington 
11. Cal Cohen, President, ECAT 
12. Congressman Joe Crowley, D-7th District, New York  
13. Paul Cutts, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Australasia, Corporate & Institutional 

Services, Northern Trust 
14. Mark D’Arcy, President, Time Warner Global Media Group 
15. Paula Dobriansky, Former Under Secretary for Global Affairs; Senior Vice President and Global 

Head of Government and Regulatory Affairs  
16. Congressman Eni Faleomavaega, D-American Samoa 
17. Ed Farrell, Partner, Blank Rome LLP 
18. Al From, The From Company, LLC, Founder of the Democratic Leadership Council 
19. Christopher Hill, Former Assistant Secretary of State and Ambassador to Iraq; Dean of the Josef 

Korbel School of International Studies, University of Denver 
20. Gary Hirshberg, President and CE-Yo, Stonyfield Farm 
21. Congressman Tim Holden, D-17th District, Pennsylvania 
22. David Huebner, US Ambassador to New Zealand 
23. Richard Kirkland, President, South Asia, Lockheed Martin  
24. Bram Klaeijsen, President and Regional Director of Cargill Asia-Pacific 
25. Jim Kolbe, German Marshall Fund, former Member of Congress and co-founder of the NZ Caucus in 

the House of Representatives 
26. Congressman Rick Larsen, D-2nd District, Washington 
27. Simon Leeming, NZ Honorary Consul for New England; Partner, Preti Flaherty 
28. Daudi Lelijveld, Vice President - Asset, Cargill Asia 
29. Bridget Liddell, Managing Principal, Fahrenheit-212 
30. Belinda Lui, Managing Director, International Relations and Public Policy, Asia-Pacific, Time 

Warner  
31. Congressman Daniel Lungren, R-3rd District, California 
32. Congressman Donald Manzullo, R-16th District, Illinois 
33. Christopher Marut,   Director of the Office of Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Island Affairs, 

Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department of State 
34. William McClane, CEO, Tread Corporation 
35. Derek Mitchell, Principal Deputy Asst. Sec. of Defense for Asian & Pacific Affairs  
36. John Mullen, President/CEO, United States – New Zealand Council 
37. Ian Phillips, General Manger and Executive Vice President, Americas, Commonwealth Bank of 

Australia 
38. Christina Reese, Director International Sales, The Boeing Company 
39. Ken Roberts, Director, International Business Relations, Kraft Foods 
40. Congressman Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan, D-Northern Mariana Islands 
41. Randy Schriver, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs; 

Partner, Armitage International 
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42. Susan Schwab, Former U.S. Trade Representative; Professor, University of Maryland; Strategic 
Advisor, Mayer Brown LLP 

43. Wendy Sherman, Former Assistant Secretary of State, Counselor and Advisor to the Clinton 
Administration; Vice Chair of the Albright Stonebridge Group 

44. Mariko Silver, Acting Assistant Secretary for International Policy, Department of Homeland Security 
45. Bruce Stokes, International Economic Journalist, National Journal; Fellow, German Marshall Fund 
46. Clayton Yeutter, Former United States Trade Representative and Secretary of Agriculture; Senior 

Advisor (International Trade), Hogan Lovells US LLP 
 

US Observers 
Non-government 
 

1. Andrew Burtt, Beef and Lamb NZ 
2. Anishka Jelicich, Public Affairs Manager, Pernod Ricard NZ 
3. John Matheson, Intel 
4. Catherine Mellor, Associate Director South East Asia, US Chamber of Commerce 
5. Carolyn Mortland, Vice President, Government. Relations & Trade, Fonterra 

 
Government 
 

6. Laura Geller, USDA Desk Officer 
7. Dennis Halpin, Congressman Manzullo's Office 
8. Brian Harding, Country Director for Australia, New Zealand, Pacific Island, Defense Department  
9. Priscilla Koepke, Congressman Manzullo's Office 
10. Tim Manning, Deputy Administrator, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)  
11. Michele Peterson, NZ Desk Officer, US Department of State 
12. Adrian Pratt, US Embassy, Wellington (Future Partners Forum) 
13. Laura Scandurra, Agricultural Attache, US Embassy, Wellington 
14. Nien Su, Staff Director, Congressman Manzullo’s Office 
15. Robin Walker, Asia-Pacific Desk, Department of Homeland Security, Office of International Affairs        
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NEW ZEALAND DELEGATION 
Co-Chairs:   Rt Hon James Bolger ONZ, Chairman, Rt Hon James Bolger ONZ, Chairman 

 
1. Rt Hon James Bolger ONZ, Chairman, NZ US Council (Co-Chair)  
2. Hon Dr Michael Cullen, Chairman, NZ Post (Co-Chair)  
3. Hon Murray McCully, Minister of Foreign Affairs  
4. Hon Tim Groser, Minister of Trade  
5. Hon Phil Goff, Leader of the Opposition  
6. Hon Maryan Street, Opposition Spokesperson on Foreign Affairs & Trade  
7. Hon Shane Jones, Chair, NZ/US Parliamentary Friendship Group  
8. Craig Foss MP, Vice Chair, NZ/US Parliamentary Friendship Group  
9. Rt Hon Mike Moore, New Zealand Ambassador to the United States  
10. John Allen, Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
11. Michael Barnett, Chief Executive, Auckland Regional Chamber of Commerce  
12. Alan Carter, Deputy Chair, Medicines NZ  
13. Malcolm Bailey, Board member, Fonterra Co-operative Group  
14. Kevin Bowler, Chief Executive, Tourism NZ   
15. Wayne Boyd, Chairman, Telecom NZ  
16. Dr Garth Carnaby, Chairman, Canterbury Development Corporation  
17. Dr Rod Carr, Vice Chancellor, University of Canterbury  
18. Scott Champion, Chief Executive, Beef + Lamb NZ  
19. Peter Chrisp, Chief Executive, NZ Trade & Enterprise  
20. Fiona Cooper Clarke, Board member, NZ US Council  
21. Erica Crawford, Managing Director, Tentpole Holdings  
22. Martyn Dunne, Comptroller and Chief Executive, NZ Customs Service  
23. Don Elder, Chief Executive, Solid Energy  
24. Bill Falconer, Chairman, New Zealand Meat Industry Association  
25. Rob Fenwick, Chair, Antarctica NZ 
26. Roy Ferguson, former Ambassador to the United States  
27. Andrew Ferrier, Chief Executive, Fonterra Co-operative Group 
28. Charles Finny, Partner, Saunders Unsworth  
29. Mark Fitz-Gerald, President, American Chamber of Commerce 
30. Tony Gibbs, Chairman, Turners and Growers  
31. Dr Richard Grant, Executive Director, Asia NZ Foundation  
32. Philip Gregan, Chief Executive, NZ Winegrowers  
33. Graeme Harrison, Chairman, Anzco Foods  
34. Mike Hearn, Executive Director, American Chamber of Commerce in New Zealand 
35. Lex Henry, Chairman, Medicines NZ 
36. Murray Jack, Chief Executive. Deloitte NZ  
37. Stephen Jacobi, Executive Director, NZ US Council  
38. Barbara Johnson, Chair, Fulbright NZ  
39. Lt Gen Rhys Jones, Chief of Defence Force 
40. Gary Judd QC, Chair, ASB Bank   
41. Brian Lynch, Executive Director, NZ Institute of International Affairs  
42. Hon John Luxton, Chairman, Dairy NZ  
43. Hon Russell Marshall, President, NZ Institute of International Affairs  
44. Peter McBride, Board director, Zespri International Ltd 
45. Ian McCrae, Chief Executive, Orion Health  
46. Rt Hon Sir Don McKinnon, former Secretary General of the Commonwealth 
47. John McKinnon, Secretary of Defence  
48. David McLean, General Manager, Westpac Institutional Bank  
49. Wayne McNee, Director General, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
50. Nigel Moore, Director, Americas Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
51. Simon Murdoch, former Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
52. Phil O’Reilly, Chief Executive, Business NZ  
53. Matt O’Regan, Chairman, Westland Milk Products   
54. Fran O’Sullivan, Columnist  
55. Frank Owen, Chief Executive, Tait Electronics 
56. John Palmer, Chairman, Air New Zealand and Chairman, Solid Energy  
57. Mike Petersen, Chairman, Beef + Lamb NZ  
58. Gabrielle Rush, Associate Director, NZ US Council  
59. Suzanne Snively, Managing Director, MoreMedia Enterprises  
60. Hon Jim Sutton, Chairman, Landcorp  
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61. Peter Townsend, Chief Executive, Canterbury Employers’ Chamber of Commerce   
62. Christopher Tremewan, Vice President and Pro Vice Chancellor (International), University of Auckland  
63. John Wood, Pro-Vice Chancellor International, University of Canterbury  
 
Observers 
 
1. Therese Arseneau, University of Canterbury (Future Partners Forum) 
2. Catherine Beard, Export NZ 
3. Matt Crawford, Zespri International 
4. Erin Duncan, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
5. Ken Geard, Fonterra 
6. Peter Guinness, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
7. Andrew Holden, The Press 
8. Reuben Levermore, Private Secretary to Hon Tim Groser 
9. Penny McDonald, Advocacy Works 
10. Ben O’Brien, Beef & Lamb NZ 
11. Wg Cdr Mark Stevens, NZ Defence 
12. Roger Smith, NZ Embassy, Washington  
13. Mark Sinclair, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
14. Simon Tucker, Dairy NZ 
15. Mele Wendt, Fulbright NZ (Future Partners Forum) 
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